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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 194100 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS- El UK ETRN 

SBUJ: EXPLOSIVES TO BET EAST 

1. LATE AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 28 A MR. COWAN OF "AIR TRANS- 
PORT" IN HOUSTON. TEXAS CALLED IRISH DESK AT DEPT TO ASK IF 
HE WOULD FACE UNUSUAL PROBLEM IN FLYING A C-135 CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT TO BELFAST LOADED WITH EXPLOSIVES. IN REPLY TO 
DEPTOFF'S QUERIES, COWAN AND ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL SAID 

THE EXPLOSIVES WERE -OIL WELL SHAPED CHARGES" EXEMPT FROM 
MUNITIONS CONTROL PROCEDURES AND DESTINED FOR HALIBURTON CO. 
AIR TRANSPORT HAD NOT, COWAN SAID, FILED FLIGHT PLANS OR 
CONTACTED BRITISH AUTHORITIES YET AND WOULD NOT DO SO UNTIL 
HIS COMPANY HAD DECIDED WHETHER OR NOT TO MAKE FLIGHT. 
DEPTOFF POINTED OUT HAZARDS INVOLVED AND GAVE STANDARD 
WARNING ON TRAVEL TO NORTHERN IRELAND. COWAN SOUNDED 
SURPRISED AND EXPRESSED CONCERN WHEN DEPTOFF RECOUNTED IRA 
THREAT TO CLOSE DOWN BET EAST AIRPORT. 

2. DEPTOFF PLANS TO CALL COWAN BACK OCTOBER 1 TO SEE WHAT 
HIS DECISION IS AND ALSO, HOPEFULLY, TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
NATURE OF SHIPMENT AND CONSIGNEE. KISSINGER 
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